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Doers & Deeds
Academic Excellence at WKU

"Back of the deed was the doer, back of the doer, the dream." - Dr. H.H. Cherry, WKU Founding President

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
WKU Honors Program senior
LindseyThurman has received the
National Collegiate Honors Council
(NCHC) Honors Student of th e Year
Award . Thurman . an English major
fro m Russell Springs. received
the presti gious award Nov. 18 at
the NCHC nationa l conference in
Philadelphia . She is a Spirit Master
and the coordinator for the Honors

section of the Dynamic Leadership
Institute. Craig Cobane, director of
the WKU Honors Program, nominated Thurman for th e national
award, whi ch is presented to a
stud ent who has made a significant impact on his or her honors
program . Congratul ations, Lind-

sey!
Cobane, also a professor of Politi cal Science, and Thurman have
co-authored an article, "BBQ w ith
the Profs and the Development of
Collegial Associations," to be published in HIP; Honors in Practice.
Megan O'Keefe, an Honors Program
elementary educa ti on major from Lexington, is doing her stud ent tea ching in
Germany this spring. She will spend four
months workin g through the Department of Defense, teaching third· and
fo urth-grade students in a school at the
U.S. military post in Heidelberg.
A team of three students enrolled in
Astron omy pro fessor Richard Gelderman's ASTR 106 course, Geneva Ged

Kathleen Matthew and students on Belize trip
(Honors Prog ram, English major, Bowling Gree n). Virginia Prather (Honors
Prog ram, Elementary Educa tion major,
Shelbyville), and J. Dominick Willis
(Interdisciplinary Studies major, Bowling Green). placed sixth overall in the
2006 Astrono my Teaching and Learn ing Excellence Award competition. Thi s
nati onal on-line contest, sponsored by
the publishing company Addison-Wesley, consisted of wrillen and visual test
questi ons covering a broad range of
general astronomy materi al.

Kathleen Matthew (Curriculum & Instruction) accompanied
six WKU student teachers, Jennifer Ford , Tasha Kruithof, Jasmine
Hollins, Liz Tunks, Shannon
Simmons, and Stephanie Helton,
to teach in San Ignacio, Bel ize,
South America, returning on December 2. 'TWo student teachers
taught in th e Primary Grades, two
in the Intermed iate Grades and
Iwo in the High School (English
and Spa nish). Through th eir
cultural experience and working
closely with the area children,
th ese future teachers w ill be better prepared to understand and
enhance the educational experi ence of all of their studen ts.
TWelve students, along wi th
Executive Director Raymond
Poff (physical Education &
Recreation). represented WKU
at the 2007 America n Human ics
Management Insti tu te (A HMI) on
January 3-6 in wa shington, DC. Student
participants were Jenna Doughman
(Clarksville, TN). Natasha Garrison (portland , TN). Laura Greenwell (Covington ,
KY) , Tabatha Gregory (Leitchfield, KY).
laura Hawkins (Madisonville, KY). Bert
Mastin (Winchester, KY). Sara Miller
(Honors Prog ram, Shepardsville, KY).
Evelyn Oregon (Napierville, IL). Porche
Pyles (Louisville, KY). Beau Spencer
(Bowling Green, KY). Talisha Woodard
(Bowling Green, KY), and Erica Wright

(Lexington, KY). More than 580 American Humanics students and facu lty, as
well as more than 300 nonprom and
corporate leaders, took part in this
unique opportunity to network, partici
pate in simulated case studies and a
national collegia te dialogue, and attend
workshops led by local and national
experts in nonprofit management.
Four WKU faculty and 13 studen ts
from several disciplines spen t the Winter
Term in Western Europe studying urban
planning, design , and leadership issues.
Directed by Debbie Kreitzer (Geography
& Geology) and accompanied by Agricu lture Department Head Jack Rudolph,
Geography and Geology Department
Head David Keeling, and Bowling Green
Com munity College Adjunct English
Instructor OJ. Urquhart, Ihe program
visi ted London, Oxford, Brussels,
Brugge, Amsterdam , and Pa ris. Stud enls
examined myriad issues related 10 urban
managemenl , including security cha llenges, transport provision , historic
preservation , tourism impacts, and
leadership strategies. The 13 students
represented many disciplines at WKU,
making this a truly interdisciplinary experience. Jessica Ebelhar (Owensboro)
is a Photojournalism major, Sarah Gill
(Bow)ing Green) studies Communication Disorders, Sarah White (Louisville)
majors in Communication, Joshua and
Jonathan Tubbs (Bowling Green) are
both Agriculture majors, Daniel St. Cyr
(Louisville) and Cliff Skees (Elizabe th town) are majoring in Geography, Jason
Stamm (Vanceburg) studies Journalism,
Katie Cecil (Louisville) is a Public Rela tions major, Stephen Hunt (Louisville) is
majoring in Geology, Anna Peak (LouiSville) is a Psychology major, Amy Kaiser
(Louisville) studies Advertising, and Anthony Cumm ings (Louisvi lle) is majoring
in Physical Education. The Leadership
in Urban Planning progra m was offered
in partnership w ith Leadership Studies
and the Department of Geography and
Geology. tn addition to briefings by local
experts, program facu lty gave numerous
lectures in the field on urban geography
and history, the ro le of agricu lture, art
and architecture and the urban aesthetic, and contemporary urban planning.

Raymond Polf and American Humanics group

Students in John Moore's (Curriculum
& Instruction) Secondary Social Stud-

ies Teaching Methods class provided a
variety of learning sessions to visiting
area high school students during WKU's
Constitution Day on September 18,
2006. The students participa ting were
Josh Henderson, Kend ra Childress, Jay
Gravette, Matthew Barnes, Jessica Jaggers, Luke Sloan , Megan Wood, Daniel
Bemis, Tim Wade, Beth Osting, Brandi
Newton, Mikel Davis, Blake Na pper,
Patrick Bernardy, and Sara Florence.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Rosemary Meszaros (Library Public
Services), Government Information and
Law Coordinalor at WKU, was recently
named Academic Librarian of Ihe Year
by the Kentucky Library Association
at its annual conference in Louisvi lle.
Meszaros was recognized for her outstanding research and service to the
profession. Congratulations, Rosemaryr
Jack Montgomery (Library Technical
Services) presented a lecture to the 2006
Great Lakes Regional Conference of the

o

Special Library's Association in September. "Management with Emotional
Intelligence" was presented with Mary
Hudson of IUPUI Law Library in Indianapolis, IN .
Donna Parker (Library Special Collee
tions) presented "Clothes Encounters of
the Kentucky Kind: Costume in Kentucky
1790-1850" atlhe 2006 Heritage Touring
Conference She also helped organize
"Na ture's Bounty: Quilts and More" and
the u.s. Bank 2006 "Celebration of the
Arts" exhibitions.
Ro semary Meszaros and Haiwang
Yuan (both Library Public Services) pre
sented "Adding Bells and Whistles to the
Web: The Blog and the Pod" as part of
a presenlation for the Library & Infor·
mation Technology Association 2006
National Forum in Nashville last fall.
Meszaros also presented "Kentucky and
Other States' Stati stics" for the "Find
ing Free GOLD Government Online
Documents" Workshop at the Kentucky
Library Associa tion Conference in LOll
isville. Yuan also has been awarded a
2007 Summer Faculty Scholarship in the
amount of $5,000

COllEGE OF HEALTH
& HUMAN SERVICES
TwO WKU Nursing faculty members were selected for awards by the
Kentucky Nurses Association Board of
Directors. Cathy Abell was named the
2006 Innovative Teacher of the Year, and
Susan Jones was named 2006 Research
Utilization Nurse of the Year. Congratu lations to Susa n and Ca thy'
Cathy Abell, Susan Jones, and Eve
Main (a ll Nursing) have had their manuscript "Health Promoti on in 7 Minutes"
accepted for publica ti on in the Journal oj
Nursing Educalion as a "Syllabus Selections" art icle.

WKU stud ents in th e Recrea tion
Administration program partnered wi th
the "We Make Things Happen" corporation to orga nize and sponsor the
second annua l New Beginnings Golf
Tourna ment to benefit the New Beginnings Th erapeutic Riding program . The
tourney raised over $5,000, w ith t 00%
of the proceeds going toward program
administration.
Jordan Gardner (Graduate Assistan t,
Intramura l-Recreational Sports) served
on the Region II Intramural Recreational Sports Association 's Conferen ce
Program Committee as a member of
the Student Leadership Team . Th e team
planned, organized, and administered
a pre-conference workshop for the
student and professional membership.
At the conference, graduate assistant
Justin Anderson gave a presentation
entitled "Graduate Assistant Job Fair,"
w hich provided step -by-step procedures
in obta ining a graduate assistantship at
four uni versi ties in the region. Stephen
Rey, Director of Int ramural-Recrea tional
Sports, served on the Directors' Panel
during the conference.
Peter 51. Pierre (Physical Educa tion
& Recrea tion) and Gary Meszaros (Director of Auxiliary Services) captured the
Collegia te Golf Allian ce Faculty and Staff
National Championship in Las Vegas,
Nevada in November. The duo advanced
to the national championship by quali fying as the top two golfers in WKU's
Faculty and Staff Golf League.

Adam McKnight (Graduate ASSista nt ,
Intramural-Recreational Sports) was selected as a Regional All-American Flag
Football Official during the ACIS Region al Championsh ips held at the university
of West Florida in Pensacola, Florida, in
November 2006.
WKU student Gabriel " Lanie" McMurtrey of Bowling Green recently received
the Ken tucky Recrea tion and Parks
Society's John McClelland Scholarship
as the Outstanding Senior in Kentucky.
Th e $ 1,000 scholarship, presented at
th e 2006 Annual KRPS Conference in
Bowling Green, is awa rd ed annually to
th e outstanding undergraduate student
who is a member of KRPS. McMurtrey
is a recreation major w ith a minor in
outdoor leadership and is pursuing a
second major in Span ish.

Terry Wilson

Sheila Flener (Consumer & Family
Sciences) exhibited three projects at the
Covi Ga llery at the University of Louisville in January. This is the first tim e that
a designer (not an art major) has ever
been exhibi ted at th e gallery. Congratulations, Shei la!
Gary Villereal (Social Work) went to
Chile to attend the 33rd World Congress
sponsored by the International Association of the Schools of Socia l Work,
where he presented a co-authored
paper titled "Comparison of Cultural and
Ethica l Altitudes toward Immigrants in
Taiwan and the Un ited States."

COllEGE OF EDUCATION
& BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Terry Wilson (Curricu lum & Instructi on) received the Wa lter E. Jeske Award
from the North American Association
for Environmen tal Education (NAAEE)
in recogniti on of his 36 years of work in
environmental ed uca ti on. The award ,
environmental educa ti on's highest
honor, was presented in October at the
group 's annllal conference in st. Paul ,
Minn . and is given each year to recogni ze an individua l's servi ce to NAAEE
and for leadership w ithin the field of
environmental educa ti on. Congratulati ons to Terry on thi s achievement!
Wilson also recently received a gran t,
titl ed Educalion Jar Sustainability, in the
amount of $1 I 1,748 from the Kentucky
Environmental Educa ti on Council .
Amanda Brown , a graduate stud ent
in elementary ed uca tion from Grayson
County, wrote and received a $5,000
Lowe's Educationa l grant. Her project
started as an idea in her science meth ods class and ended in fund ing from
Lowe's and support fro m her school and
community.
Judy Davison (Curriculum & Instructi on) was one of five invited panelists at
the "Fulbright Alumni: Expressions in
Civil Society" conference in Marrakech ,
Morocco, in November. She shared
her work from her time at the Universi ty of Greenwich , London in Sum mer
2004, where she conducted seminars
and conducted research with a British colleague on underachieving gifted
minority stud ents. Also in November,
she presented "Cultural Awaren ess
Through Experiencing Dissonance" at
th e Nati onal Association for Multicultural Educat ion conference. In February
2007, Davison is to present "Developing
Multicultural Teaching via International
Student Teaching Experi ences" at the
Ameri can Association of Teacher Educators conference in New York
Terrence "Terry" McCain (Curriculum
& Instructi on) presented "ESU Bilingual Programs: Strategies and Methods
for Teachers and Teacher Educators"
at the Kentucky Associati on ofTeacher
Educators conference in Georgetown in
October.

In November, he presented a paper,
co-authored with John Moore (CurriclI lum & Instruction) and Brooke Bartrung,
at the National Middle School Associa tion conference in Nashville, tilled "The
Teacher Work Sample, Four First Year
Teachers' Stories," McCain also presented at the National Association of
Multicultural Education conference in
Phoenix: "How U.S. History is Taught has
Helped Maintain the Dominant Culture
in the US"
S. Kay Gandy (Curriculum & Instruction) had an article published in January in the journal oJGeography entitled
"Mapping Skills and Activities with
Children's Literature," Vol. 105 #6, pp.
267-271.
Pamela Jukes (Curriculum & Instruction) took 19 WKU students from the
Kentucky Education Association-Student Program to the annual Fall Conference in Louisville, Kentucky, where
the students attended workshops that
discussed strategies for differentiating instruction for students in the P-12
classroom. Two of Jukes' students also
presented at the Future Teachers Association Conference at WKU in October.
Student co-presidents Camille Leach and
Amber Downs presented information

about the organization, as well as about
being a teacher education student at
WKU from the students' perspective.
In November 2006, John Moore
(Curriculum & Instruction) submitted
a report to the National Council for the
Social Studies (NCSS) on "Recruitment
of Underrepresented Ethnic Groups and
Elementary Teachers for NCSS Membership and Annual Conference Participation."
Julia Roberts (Director, Center for
Gifted Studies) was elected as one of
three delegates from the U.S. to the
World Council for Gifted and Talented
Children for 2007-2009. Roberts also
received a $64,000 grant from the
Kentucky Department of Education to
provide scholarships for underrepresented minority children to participate in
the Summer Camp for Academically Talented Middle School Students (SCATS)
and the Summer Program for Verbally
and Mathematically Precocious Youth
(VAMPY) next summer.
Atthe Kentucky Counseling Association 2006 fall conference in Louisville
in October, Vernon Lee Sheeley (COlIl1seling & Student Affairs) presen ted his
research on "Expert Fees Decision: U, S.
Supreme Court Rules Against."

SCATS students, Summer 2006

JillOnedera (Counseling & Student
Affairs) and Mary Saltysiak, a student in
the Mental Health Counseling Program,
presented at the American Association
of Marriage and Family Therapists annual conference in Austin, TX in October
2006. Their workshop was entitled ''Ethi cal issues Around End of Life Decision
Making."
Neresa Minatrea (Counseling &
Student Affairs) along with her 4-legged
therapist, Mitzi Ann, and a doctorate
student from Walden University, Martin Wesley, presented at the Kentucky
Counseling Association Conference in
the fall of 2006. Their four presentations
focused upon Animal Assisted Therapy
certification and their recent research
project.

GORDON FORD COLLEGE
OF BUSINESS
The article "Is There a Managerial
Life Cycle? Evidence from the NFL" by
Brian Goff and Tom Wisley (both Economics) was published in the Managerial
and Decision Economics Journal, December 2006.
Economics students delivered their
Senior Assessment Presentations in November 2006. The papers presented will
compete with those in the Spring 2007
Senior Assessment Class for the Annual Ramsey Prize for best paper in the
area of Applied Economics. Presenters
were, Christopher Baird, "Social Security
Reform, Is the Chilean Model Right for
the U.S.?;" Lindsey Boots, " Will They
or Won't They, How Will OPEC React
to Falling Oil Prices?;" Derek Kelley, "A
Cost-Benefit Analysis of the National
Animal Identification System;" Jessika
Kingsley, "Property Rights and Eminent
Domain;" and Christopher Whitfield, "A
Comparative Analysis of the Effects of
Government Spending on Income in the
Private Sector."
Johnny Chan (Finance) recently published four coauthored articles: "Divergent expectations and closed-end funds:
evidence from the post-Asian financial
crisis period" in journal oj Emerging
Markets, Volume II, No.2, 5-14; "A First
Look at the Finance Research Productivity among Academic institutions and

Au th ors in China: 1990-2004" in Chinese
Economy, Vol ume 39, NO.5, 87-98; and
"Influential journ als, institutions, and
researchers in real estate" in Real Estate
Economies, Volume 34, No.3, 457-478 .
Chan and Sam Thapa (both Finance)
published "A ranking of teaching quali ty
in Mnance depa rtments based on contributions in fina ncia l education literature" in Advances in Financial Education ,
Volume 4, Sprin g, 89-96.
Ron Milliman (Marketin g) received
no ti ce that his paper "Teaching Marketing Courses Usi ng Podcasts" has been
accepted fo r presenta tion and publicati on in the refereed conference proceedings at the 2007 App lied Busi ness
Resea rch Conferen ce.

Mercury and Properties of Fly Ash in
A Full-Sca le 100 MWe Pulverized Coal
Combustion Boiler," presented at th e
23rd Annual International Pittsburgh
Coal Conference, was awarded an
honorable mention. Only Mve out of the
270 papers presented at the conference
were honored at the award s luncheon.
Chin-Min Cheng, w ho presented the
paper at the confe rence, represen ted
WKU 's ICSET to rece ive the award. This
paper is ba sed on the master 's thesis of
Sen Li , a fo rmer WKU graduate student.
The co-authors are Cheng, Van Cao,
Jacob Vervynckt (Research Experience
undergraduate Program 20061. Ama nda
Adeba mbo (ACS-SEED Progra m 2006)
and Wei-Ping Pan .

Students Dara Hardin and Walker
Hale are representing WKU and the Marketing Depart ment's Sales program at
the Nationa l Collegiate Sales Competition in Atlanta in March. Th ey w ill com pete w ith approximately 100 of the top
sales students in the country and ha ve a
chance to interac t w ith executives fro m
a number o f leading u .s. corporations.
Go, team !

OGDEN COLLEGE OF
SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
Lakshmi Narasimhan (Departm ent
Head, Computer Science) has been
elec ted as a Fellow of the lEE (Institute
o f Elec tri ca l Engineering and Institute o f
Engineerin g and Technology). This prestigious honor is based on his life-long
achievements in the areas o f co mputer
architecture, so ftwa re engi neering, and
information engineerin g. Congratula tions!
Wei-Ping Pan (Chem istlYI. directo r of
WKU's Institute for Combusti on Science
an d Environ mental Technology, received
the 2006 Distin guished College / university Sci entist Awa rd from the Ke ntucky
Academy of Science at their annual
meeting last fa ll. Pan is an internationally recogni zed leader in clean coa l
technologies and a respected expert in
thermal analysis, combustion science
and mercury emissions.
Th e paper "Investi gation o f th e
Relationship betwee n Particulate Bound

Lakshmi Narasimhan
TwO student researchers, Jamison
Mattingly and Van Zhang fro m the
Institute for Combu stion Science and
Environmental Technology (ICSETI.
earned individual awards for best
student poster presentation at the annual NATAS conference held last fall in
Bowling Green , KV. Mattingly's poster
"Characterization of Fly Ash Deposits
in the Downstream Duct o f a Coa l Fired
Utility" was entered in the undergraduate poster category, while Zhang's "C02
Capture Using Activated Ca rbon Made
from Chicken Waste" was in the grad uate poster ca tegory.

Team member Bianca Casenas presented three papers written by research -

o

ers at ICSET at the American Chemical
Society's national mee ting and exposition in Sep tember in San Francisco, CA
The papers presented are as follows:
"Evaluation of mercury sorbents on a
lab-scale m ulti-pha se fl ow reac tor and
on a pilot-scale slipstream reactor,"
"The characteri za tion o f C02 activa ted
ca rbon from chicken waste fo r mercury
ca pture," and "Th ermodynamic estab lishment o f simultaneous coal -deri ved
H2 prod uction and C02 seques tration."
Casenas also rece ived a travel grant
award from the America n Chem ica l
Society's Division of Fuel Chemistry for
this endeavor.
Steve Huskey (Biology) gave a
seminar entitled "Fish suck : The challenges of feeding in the aquatiC environment" at the University o f Cincinnati in
October. He recently gave a presentati on at the Society for Integra ti ve and
Compara ti ve Biology annual meeting
in Ph oenix en titl ed "Why the long face?
Suction feeding in tru mpetMsh." Huskey
also received a grant from the Nati ona l
Geographic Socie ty Commillee for
Research and Explorati on for a projec t
entilled "How giants feed : Prey cap ture
in North America's largest reeffish ," and
has rece ived a Sum mer Facu lty Scholarship from the WKU Office of Sponsored
Programs for anoth er project, "Why the
long face? Feeding in elonga te Mshes."
Huskey and two co lleagues w ill spend
the month o f July off th e southeast coast
of Fl orida study ing the feeding behavior of the goliath grouper. The Nati onal
Geographic Society's Commillee fo r
Resea rch and Exploration is providing
$ 15,000 for the project, while WKU 's OfMce of Sponsored Prog rams is providing
$6,000.
Th e editorial group at Encyclopaedia

Britannica which identifies and screen s
o th er Web si tes to supplement their own
co ntent has selected a WKU webs ite,
"Th e Frogs and Toads of Ke ntucky"
(hllp:! / bi oweb.wku.edu / froglogger) as
an approved "iGu ide site" and a rec om mended resource for their online
readers. Th e Center for Biodive rsity,
Biology pro fessors Ken Crawford an d
Mike Stokes, and student employee Jeff
Warwick collabora ted to crea te this site.

Michael Smith (Biology) has pub-

Honolulu, Hawaii. He presented other

professor Jeffrey Marcus announced the

lished a paper with several co-authors,

co-authored papers on "The efiects of

"Anatomical and functional recovery of
the goldfish (Carrasiu5 auralUs) ear fol

aquaculture noise on the growth and
survival of rainbow trout" and "The
effect of aquaculture noise on hearing sensitivity and ear development of

official launch of Kentucky Bullerny Net.
The Butterfly Net is a set of web-based
database tools designed to facilitate Lep
idoptera (buttcrny and moth) research
and education in the state of Kentucky.

lowing noise exposure," in the Journal
oj Experimental Biology, Issue 209:41934202. In November, three of Smith's

rainbow trout" at the 2006 Aquaculture
America Meeting in Las Vegas, NV. In
February. Smith is headed to Colorado

The Net also includes a mechanism for

Kentucky Academy of Sciences meeting
at Morehead State University. Reagan
Gilley (Honors Program) presented
"Testing the linear threshold shift hypothesis in tone-exposed goldfish." Julie
Schuck presented "Mapping frequencydependent hair cell loss in the goldfish

Midwinter Research Meeling. He also

members of the public to add new records to the database. Kentucky Butterny
Net can be reached on the World Wide
Web at http://www.kybutterny.net.This
project is a collaboration among Marcus,
the Society of Kentucky Lepidopterists,

has another co-authored paper in press,
"The effects of SURTASS low-frequency

tus Charles V. Covell, and computer pro-

saccule" on research conducted with

active sonar on rainbow trout," to be

grarnmer Benjamin Marcus of 4th Floor

fellow student Brian Rogers (Honors
Program). And Amanda Webb (ilonors
Program) presented "Pectoral fin stridu-

published in the Journal oIthe Acousli
cal Society oIAmerica Smith has been
awarded a 2007 WKU Summer Faculty

Equipment Company of New York Ci ty
At the same November meeting,
several of Jeffrey Marcus's students gave

latolY sounds in arrnoured slickermolith

Scholarship for his work in "Testing the

presentations. Graduate student Tia

ca tfishes."

Equal Energy Hypothesis in Noise-exposed Fishes."
At the Annual Meeting of the
Kentucky Academy of Science held at

Hughes presented "Molecular phyloge-

students gave oral presentations at the

Smith presented a co-authored
paper on "Sound production in two

loricariid catfishes" at the IS2nd Meeting
of the Acoustical Society of America in

to present "Tonotoplc representation in
the goldfish saccule" at the Association

for Research in Otolaryngology 2007

Morehead State in November, Biology

Jeffrey Marcus and friend

o

University of Louisville Professor Emeri-

netics and tile evolution of mimicry in

the butterny genus Basilarchia." Graduate student Mollie Johnson presented
"Assessing Mitochondrial Haplotype

1
)

I
J

Diversity in Two Sympatri c Species of
Butterflies." undergraduate stud ent Tara
Powell presented "Molecular Forensics
in Butterflies: The Origi ns of 8asilarchia
form 'rubidus ' in Kentucky." Undergraduate student Tim Shehan presented
"Applications of DNA Fingerprinting to
the Study of the Lepidoptera."
Also at the Morehead mee ting, two
students in Rodney King's (Biologyl lab
had poster presentati ons. Christopher
Pendleton presented a poster entitled
"Site-directed mutagenesis of a highly
conserved cysteine residue in th e Beta
prime subunit of E. coli RNA polymerase." And Jon Faughn presented a
poster en titl ed "A single ami no acid substitution in the Beta prime subunit of E.
coli RNA polymerase alters the expression of specific cellular genes."
The WKU Biology Department
was also well -represented at the
Kentu cky Academy of Sciences Meeting in Moreh ead by the following coauthors of papers, posters and talks:
Albert Meier, Ouida Meier, Matt
Skaggs, Cabrina Hamilton (Honors
Program). Natalia Barahona (Honors
Program). Ben Mirian, Eva Ngulo,
Johnathan Bowers, Meridith Bartley
(Honors Program). Joseph Chavarria-Smith (Honors Prog ram). Joni
Winchester, Ashley Wi nt, Brooke Polen (Honors Program ). Scott Grubbs,
laura Moore, Jill Krajewski (Honors
Progra m), Bridget Sutton , David Tuck
(Honors Program), and Molly Volz.
Rodney King (Biology) and three of
his students (Jon Faughn , Christopher
Pendleton and Andrew Ebelhar (Honors
ProgramJ) attended the Kentucky-Tennessee Branch meeting of the American Society for Microbiology last fall
in Nashville, TN. King gave a talk titled
"Mutati ons in the zinc-binding domain
of E. coli RNA polymerase affect the
expression of specific cellular genes"
and presen ted a poster entitled " First
evidence for Wolbachia in a superfamily
of bee tl es." King was re-elected councilor of the Branch. Pendleton shared an
award for best poster presentation for
his poster entitled "A double agar overlay method to identify bacteriophages

that are sensitive to mutations in E. coli
RNA polymerase."
Rodney King attended the t 3th
Biennial Meeting on the Post-Initiation
AClivities of RNA polymerases held at
Mountain Lake, VA in November, where
he coauthored an abstract entitled "Protection of Antiterminator RN A by the
Transcription Elongation Complex."
Jeffrey Marcus (Biology) went to th e
Everglades and Florida Keys in January
to collec t buckeye butterfli es as part of
a larger gran t-funded study of butterfly
genetic population structu re. He has
been awarded a 2007 WKU summer
faculty scholarship to work on a genomics project entitled "Creation of an
Expressed Sequence Tag Library from
the Developing Wings of the Butterfly
jUllonia coenio ."

Students on Argonne trip

Keith Philips (Biology). postdoctoral researcher Karen Bell , and gradu ate stud ent Jesus Orozco traveled to
Santa Cru z, Bolivia in November to
participate in the Sca rabaeine Research
Network meeting and the VII Reunion
Latinoamericana de Scarabaeideologia.
Philips' lab students con tinued the trip
to collect sa mples for molecular DNA
studies they are conductin g. In December, they tra veled w ith undergraduate
stud ent Brian Payne to the Entomol ogy Society of America meet ing in
Indianapolis where the lab students all
gave presen tatio ns. Philips also had a
paper published in a volume to honor a
famous Coleopterist (studier of beetles).

0)

Henry Howden: 2006. Em len, D.J. and
T.K. Philips . Phylogeneti c evidence for an
association between tunneling behavior
and the evolution of horns in dung beetles (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae) (pp. 47-56). In: M.L.Jameson and
B.C. Ratcliffe (editors). 5carabaeoidea in
the 2 1st Centwy: A Festschrif t Honoring
Henry F. Howden Coleopteri sts Society
Monograph, No.5, 2 19 pp.
WKU Physics stud ents attended th e
seventeenth annual Argonne Symposium for Undergrad uates in Argonne,
IL last fall. Student researc hers Eric
Houchins, Chris McGrath, Matt Nich·
ols, Ian Rice, Jeremy Board, Kyle Moss,
Sarah McMurray, and Jeremy Maune
shared their latest research projects w ith
oth er stu dents as well as pro fessionals.
Students were accompanied by Ivan
Novikov, assistant professor in th e
Department of Physics and API faculty member. Stud ents were invited
to present papers and were given th e
opportunity to network with professionals.
At Argonne, students presented
tll eir latest research over severa l topics. Papers included: "The Uti liza ti on
of Free- Running Digital Signal Processors as a Method of Multi-Channel Analysis" by Chris McGrath, Matt
Nichols, Phil Womble, Ale. Barzilov,
Ivan Novikov, Jeremy Board, and Jon
Paschal. "The Effect of Nuclea r CrossSection Data on the Measurement
of Elementa l Densities in Explosives
Threa t Ana lysis" by Matt Nichols, Phil
Womble, Ale. Barzilov, Eric Houchins,
Jeremy Board, Jon Paschal , and JR .
Moore . "Design and Constructi on of th e
WKU Ion Beam Materials Analysis laborato ry" by Ian Rice, Phil Womble, Ale.
Barzilov, lindsay Hopper, Jon Paschal,
Ryan Moore, Sara McMurray, Britton
Wallace, Time Morgan, and Jonathan
Craft. "Integrating Wireless Networking for Radiation Detecti on" by Jeremy
Board, Ale. Barzilov, Phil Womble, and
Jon Paschal . "Pulsed Elemental Analysis
Using Neutrons" by Eric Houchins, Ale.
Barzilov, Phil Womble, Tim Morgan , Ian
Rice, Jeremy Board, and Joe Howard .
"Wireless Gamma Ray Spectrometer

wilh Aulomatic Isolope Identification" by
Kyle Moss, Phil Womble, Alex Barzilov,
and Jon Paschal . "Mass Ranges of Neutralinos as Candidales for Dark Malter" by Sarah McMurray, Keith Andrew,
David Barnaby, and Brett Bolen. "An
Optical Study of Six Intermed iate Bi
Lacertae Objects" by Jeremy Maune and
Michael Carini .
The sludenls also visited a major
physics research facility, the Argo nne
Ta ndem-Linac Acce lerator System (ATLAS) and visited Northwestern Universi-

ty in Evanston, where Dr. Max Sukharev
presented his latesl researc h on theory
of coherent conlrol and ils applications
in nanotechnology.

GEOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY
Faculty and students from the Department of Geography and Geology
attended the I 18lh annual meeting of
the Geological Sociely of America in
Phi ladelphia in OClober. Several graduates and undergraduates partici pated in
the tri p, including WKU Honors progra m
students anthropology major Courtney Mims (BOwling Green), geography
major Jane Marie Wix (Brandenburg,
KY), and mathematics major Joshua
Wright (Bowling Green). Undergraduate
geology major Ryan Sprouse (Bowling
Green) and Geoscience graduate student
Jennifer Burns (Bowling Green) also attended the conference.
While in Philadelphia, students
participated in a GSA-sponsored public
rorum on "Understanding Climate
Change" and attended several technical sessions addressing varioLis climate
change issues. Margaret Crowder (Geography and Geology) led the Honors trip.
"This was an excellenl opportun ity for
these Honors students to interact with
some widely recognized scientists from
around the cou nlly. They asked insightful questions and lruly gOl a glimpse into
the aClual science behind global climate
change," Crowder said.
Several Geography & Geology faculty
presented the results of research at the
conference. Nick Crawford, director of
the Cen l er for Cave and Karst Studies,
presenled "Delection of Bedrock Caves,
Regolilh Voids, and Clandestine Tunnels:

Students in Philadelphia
Microgravily and Electrical Resistivity
Techniques," developed in partnership
with Stacy Wilson in the Engineering Department, and wilh co-aulhors
Geoscience graduate sludenl Gina
Cesin (Florida) and Staff Scientisl Leigh
Ann Croft of the Cenler. TheIr paper
highlighl ed advances in void deteclion
techniques lIsing a sophisticated robot
developed al WKU.
Andrew Wulff presenled "Teaching
Analytical Techniques Early to Prepare
Undergraduate Studenls for Research
and Post-Graduate Success." Stephen
Kenworthy , with co-authors Chris
Groves (Hoffman Institute) and Joe Meiman (Mammoth Cave National Park)
presenled "Water and Suspended Solids
Flux Monitoring in a Karst Conduit,
Turnhole Springs Basin, Mammoth Cave,

Kenlucky." Geoscience Graduale Studenl
Juan Herrera (Colombia), wilh co-authors Kenworthy and Groves, presented
his master'S thesis research titled "Warm
Season, Stann-Scale Hydrochemical
variations in Logsdon River, Mammoth
Cave Syslem, Kenlucky" in a Sludent Research session. TWo participants in the
WKU-REU summer 2006 program also
presented their research results at the
conference: Charles Trodick from Cornell
College, lA, and Carla Ziegler from SUNY
Binghamton.
David Keeling (Geography & Geology Department Head) had l wo op-ed
articles published last fall addressing
issues of economic development and
cultural awareness of the world around
us. One appeared in lile Fori Wonh SlarTelegram and the other in the Times of

Calhoun , GA . Keeling is a member of the
American Geographical Society's Writ ers Circle. By distributing op-ed essays,
Keeling and the AGS hope to encourage
grea ter public discussion of geographi cal issues criti cal to society.
Chris Groves (Geography & Geology)
tra veled to Beijing at the invitation of
the U.S. Embassy's Section on Environment, Science, Technology, & Health
to brief th e group on enviro nmental
health challenges fa cing citi zens of rural
China . Groves, who directs th e Hoffman
Environmental Research Institute wi thin
WKU's Applied Research and Technology Program , recently began a new program, "The China Environ mental Health
Project," funded by th e U.S. Agency for
Internati onal Development (USAID)
and made possible with the assistance
of Kentucky Senator Mitch McConnell.
WKU chemist Wei-Ping Pan also plays a
leading ro le in the work, managi ng the
air qua lity aspects of the projecl.
Several Geography & Geology faculty
and students attended the annual meeting of the Southeastern Di vision of the
Association of America n Geographers in
Morga ntown, WV, last fall. Katie Algeo
served as Chair of th e Association's
Honors Committee and orga ni zed th e
annual stud ent Honors competition.
Mark Lowry, Emeritus Professor of
Geography, presented a poster titl ed "A
Geographer's Novel for Academia and
the General Public." Lowry has recently
published his latest book, "White Pilgrim
from Su mac Ridge." Stuart Foster and
Rezaul Mahmood of the Kentucky MesoNe t and the Kentucky Climate Center
presented "Th e Kentucky MesoNet:
Building a Foundation for Success."
Scott Dobler, Kentucky State Geographer and co-coordi nator of the Kentucky
Geographical Alliance, worked with
colleagues on developing region-wide
initiati ves to improve geographic education in the P- 12 system.
Undergraduate Meteorology student
William Rogers (Bowling Green) presented research on "Flash Floods in the
Appalachian Region, 1993-2005." Undergraduate Meteorology student Nicholas Lawalin (Tell City, IN) presented on
"Diurnal Temperature Range Analysis."

Graduate Geoscience student Ronnie
Leeper (BOwling Green) presented his
research titled "Increase in Near Surface
Atmospheric Moisture Content due to
Land Use Change." Thi s co-authored paper was recently published in the Journal
oJ Global and Planetary Cflange. Graduate
Geoscience studenl Ashley Littell (Louisvi lle) presented her research on "SpatioTemporal Va riations of Observed Soil
Moisture in Nebraska during the Warm
Season." Littell's poster and her discussion of the resea rch were awarded jOint
first place in the graduate studen t honors compet ition; she received $250 and
a plaq ue. Rezaul Mahmood and Stuart
Foster supervised th e student research
projects.
Shane Palmquist (Engi neering) has
been named this year's Outstand ing
Civil Engineer in Education in Kentucky.
Palmquist, an assistant professor, received th e an nual award in October at
the American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) state conference in Louisville.
His selecti on was based on his involvement as a fac ulty adviser to WKU's ASCE
Stud ent Chap ter, which parti cipates
annually in the concrete canoe and steel
bridge competiti ons, and on his contribution in helping to enhance the newly
accredited civil engineering program
at WKU through project-based learnin g
and promotin g ASCE. congratulati ons,
Shane!
Two students fro m WKU 's Mechanical Engineering program competed in
the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers Intern ational Stud ent Design
Competi tion in Chicago, IL in November.
Teams were req uested to design and
demonstrate a well -tested, cost-effective, and reliable prototype appa ratus
that would allow a quadriplegic to cast
and retri eve a fishing line. Schools from
across the United States and international universities competed. Stud ents
Brian Hellinger and Kyle Ketterman
(both of Bowling Green) represented
WKU at the competiti on, having earned
the opportunity to compete by w inning
the District C compe titi on last March .
The WKU Dairy Challenge Tea m participated in the Southern Region North
American Intercollegiate Dairy Chal-

lenge contest in November in Roanoke ,
VA . Th e regional contests are training
sessions for the national contest held
in March each year. At the regional
contests, stud ents are assigned to tea ms
made up of four or five students, each
from a diffe rent school. Thi s allows
students to interac t wi th stud ents from
other schools and use tea m-building
skill s acquired at WKU. The contest at tracted 4 1 students, enough to have four
fou r-person tea ms and fi ve five-person
teams. WKU stud ent Britni Thornburg,
a junior from Winchester, Ind ., was a
member of the fi rst-place team. Other
WKU participants were John Laster
(Honors Prog ram). an Elkton sophomore, third -place team ; Megan Halcomb
(Honors Prog ram). a Hanson sophomore, seven th-place tea m; and Steven
Southworth, a freshman from Oakl and
City, Ind., eighth-place tea m. Jenks Britt
(Agricultu re) is th e team 's coach.

POTTER (OllEGE OF
ARTS & lETTERS
Stud ent Publica tions director Bob
Adams was inducted into the College
Media Adviser Hall of Fame in October
in SI. Louis during the National College
Media Convention. Adams received the
group's highest honor for his dedication
to stud ent journalism and College Med ia
Advisers. He has been an adviser to the
College Heights Herald since 1968 and
th e yearbook since 199 1, and director of
Stud ent Publica tions since 1990. Adams
was introduced at the awa rd s luncheon
by WKU grads Chris Poore and Clay
Scott. Making the whirlwi nd trip to SI.
Louis for the awards ceremony were
long-tim e fri end and colleague JoAnn
Thompson, the Stud ent Publica tions
business manager and Herald adverti sing adviser; Jackie Bretz, co-adviser for
th e Ta lisman ; Ashlee Clark, Herald edi tor-in-chief; and Jamie Sullivan , Herald
advertising manager.
For the first time since resuming
publication in 2003, WKU 's yea rbook
has earned a Gold Meda list rating by
th e Col umbia Scholastic Press Associa ti on, a program of the Graduate School
of Journalism at Columbia University in
New York. Th e 2006 Ta lisman earned

952 out of 1,000 possible points in a
rigorous critiquing. The all-color publication had 458 pages and featured
a 50-page section highlighting WKU's
Centennial celebration. Katie Clark of
Bowling Green was editor of the 2006
Talisman. Bob Adams and Jackie Bretz
are the yearbook advisers; Chad Stevens
was th e photo adviser Congratulations
to all!
Five WKU students were honored
in the 47th annual William Randolph
Hearst Foundation's Journalism Awards
Program. Christian Hansen , a Louisville
junior, finished third in the portrait/personality and feature photojournalism
competition, received a $1,000 award
and qualified for the semifinal round
of judging. Kari Collins, a senior from
Dayton, Ohio, finished 14th in the photo
competition. McKenzie L. York, a Louisville senior, finished sixth in television
features competition and received a
$500 award. Allison Vincent, a Bowling
Green senior, finished 19th in radio features. Ashlee Clark, a Louisville senior,
placed lOth in editorial/opinion writing and received a $500 award. WKU's
School of journalism and Broadcasting
received matching awards.

Sally Ray (Department Head, Communication), an expert on aviation
communications, was invited to speak
on "Crisi s Communication in the Airline
Industry" on Feb. I at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University in Daytona
Beach, Fla. She offered her insights into
the Aug. 27, 2006 crash of a Comair
commuler jet in Lexington, KY. The author of Strategic Communication in Crisis
Management: Lessons ji'om lhe Airline In
dustly, Ray has taught crisis communications at the prestigious Walter Cronkite
School of journalism at Arizona State
University and at other universities.
Ray 's visit to Embry-Riddle is sponsored by the University's Communication degree program. She also was
scheduled to speak to a Media Relations
class whose students are using her book
as one of their texts.
Angela Jerome (Communication)
has been selected as one of four team
members to represent Rotary District
6710 on a group study exchange to Ger-

many in jlllle 2007. A candidate from the
Bowling Green Rotary Club, Jerome was
selected from a field of nine candidates
to represent the district. Congratulations, Angela!

Mitzi Groom (Department Head, Music) was elected at the annual meeting
of the National Association of Schools of
Music to serve a 3-year term as a member of the national 18-member Commission on Accreditation. Members of the
Commission determine the qualifications of institutions seeking both initial
and continuing NASM membership. She
is the single representative from the
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Bob Adoms
Michele Fiala (Music) has received a
Summer Faculty Scholarship to record
a CD of Contemporary Chamber Works
for Oboe on MSR Classics. She also
was awarded a Southern Arts Foundation Meet-the-Composer grant to bring
composer Phillip Bimstein to WKU in
March, 2007. During the visit, Fiala and
nulisllfaculty member Heidi Pintner will
premiere Bimstein's new work Cats in
the Kitchen, which was commissioned
for them by WKU.
Five WKU music students who play
oboe and bassoon received a Potter
College Student Travel Grant to attend
the International Double Reed Society
conference in Muncie, Indiana, last summer. The students, Erin Goad (Honors
Program, Huntsville, ALI. Megan Wheat
(Honors Program, Scottsville, KY). Vicki

Thompson (Bowling Green, KY). Jeremiah Bush (Honors Program, Sunfish,
KY). and Laura-Beth Galipeau (Honors
Program, Russellville, KY). performed
in public masterclasses for the former
Principal Oboist of the Chicago Symphony, the English Hornist of the Chicago
Symphony, the Contra bassoonist of the
Minnesota Orchestra, and the fonner
Principal Oboist of the Houston Symphony.
Laura McGee (Modern Languages)
presented "Do Urban Upstart Production Companies Make Room for a New
Multicu[turalism in Germany? Case
Study Berlin (X-Filme, b-Film, juni-Film,
Flying Moon)" at the European Cinema
Research Forum VI at the University of
Swansea, England last summer. In October, she co-presented with Rick Deem
II , a German major at WKU, "How About
Some Swiss Cheese on Air? Podcasts
in the World Languages Classroom" at
the Kentucky World Languages Association Fall Conference in Louisville. She
also gave presentations on "IEQ Grant
Project Year 4: Improving Student World
Language Performance Using Assessment as the Guiding Force in StandardsBased Instruction" at that conference
and at the Teacher Quality Summit in
Louisville, and gave a similar presentation at Partnerships for Professional
Development: The Improving Educator
Quality State Grant Program Conference
in Lexington.
McGee also was invited by the German government to a conference titled
"Prospects for European Integration" at
the German Embassy in November. The
symposium was designed exclusively for
select American alumni of the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD).
Gennan American Fulbright Commission, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, and the Robert Bosch Foundation.
McGee is an alumna of both the DAAD
and the German American Fulbright
Commission.
German major Rick Deem co-presented "Are you Schlanos in Miinchen 7
Podcasts in the German Classroom"
together with Kerslin Helbing, a German teacher at Gunn High School in
Palo Alto, CA, in a session organized by

Laura McGee at the Annua l Conference
of the American Association of Teachers
of Genna n, held in Nashville November 17- 19, 2006. Rick report ed that the
session was well -attended , with over
seven ty German teachers present, and
that he received five job offers. They will
have to wait until he is fini shed w ith his
degree at WKU '
John Hardin (History) presen ted his
paper "Another 'Glory Road ': Charl es
Lamont Eubanks and th e Desegrega ti on
of the University of Kentucky, 194 11949" at the Ohio Valley History Conference meeting at East Ten nessee State
University in October.
Beth Plummer (History) presented
her paper "What Words Were Sa id?: Broken Prom ises, Disputed Engagements
and Enforced Marriage in Braunschweig- Wol fenbiitte l, 1568- 1624 " at the
German Studies Conference, in Pittsburgh last fa ll.
Rick Keyser (History) presented his
paper "Agreement Vanquishes Law :
Contract and Custom in Thirteenth-Century France" at the American Society for
Legal History Conference in Baltimore in
November.

Anthony Harkins (HistOlY) gave a
public talk on "The Hillbilly in the Ameri can Imagination" at Eastern Kentucky
Uni ve rsity in Ri chmond in October.

BOWLING GREEN
CO MMUNITY COLLEGE
Dawn Hall and Carnetta Skipworth ,
both facul ty advisors for Women in
Transition (WIT) at the Bowling Green
Community College, applied to the SGA
for organizational aid an d received a n

award. They are proud to announce that
two WIT scholarships w ill be awarded at
the 2007 BGCC Awards Ceremony.
George Kontos (Business & Computer Division) received notice that his
presentation "Integrating the Seven
Pri nCiples for Good Prac ti ce into Online
Teaching" has been accepted fo r th e
2007 Instructional Technology Conference. Kontos will make the presentation
at th e conference sponsored by Middle
Tennessee State University in April.
Congratulations!

Sen ida Husic and Brandan Johnson

INTERDISCIPLINARY IOTHER
Three WKU stud ents have received
Benjamin A. Gilman Internati onal Scholarships for th e spring 2007 semester.
ReCipients of the study abroad scholarships are: Sen ida Husic, a j unior biology
major and Honors Progra m student from
Bowling Green, w ho rece ived an $8,000
award to stu dy wi th the Dubai Program,
Ame rican Inte rcontinenta l Uni versity,

United Arab Em irates; Brandon Johnson ,
a senior philosophy and religious stu dies
major from Bowling Green, who received an $8,000 award to study at Th e
Beijing Center for Chinese Studi es, Chi na; and Christy Kibodeaux, a senior elementary educa ti on major from Greensburg, who received a $4,000 awa rd to
study at Kansai Gaidai University in
Japan. Th e stud ents were assisted in
th eir applica ti ons by Honors Prog ram director Craig Cobane, a na tiona l reviewer

for th e Gilman Scholarship, and Reed
Vesey, director of WKU 's Study Abroad
program . Th e Gilman Scholarship is a
nationally competiti ve award spo nsored
by th e u.s. Depart ment of State, Bureau
of Educa tional and Cultural Affairs and

the Institute of Internati onal Educa tion
(li E). During th e spring 2007 application
cycle, the Gilman Scholarship Progra m
received 1, 189 applications for 400 possible awards. Congratul ations to th ese
high-achieving WKU stud ents'
WKU freshman Honors studen t Kaitlen Osburn (Franklin, TN) recently published her first book, a collecti on of stories called "Java Dreams." Th e book was
her senior project at Page High School
and was published by Red Line Books
of White Bluff, TN. Osburn is pursuing a
BFA in Performing Arts (Actin g) and is
involved in WKU's th ea tre program.
Robin BorcIon (Internati onal Center)
has been selected by NAFSA: Associati on of Intern ati onal Educa tors to serve

th eir Region VI (Indiana, Ohio and
Kentucky) as a Regulatory Ombudsman.
She will provide case intervention and
regulatory problem solving services to
immigrati on professionals at colleges
a nd uni versities w ithin the region, and

sit o n higher educa tion advisory commi ttees for the u .s. Depa rt ment of
Homeland Security and U.S. Citizenship
a nd Immigrati on Services.
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